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DATE: 02/04/2010 

 
TO: The Honorable Suzanne Chun Oakland, Chair 
               The Honorable Les Ihara, Jr., Vice Chair 
  Committee on Human Services  

 The Honorable David Y. Ige, Chair 
 The Honorable Josh Green, M.D., Vice Chair 
 Committee on Health  

 The Honorable Brian T. Taniguchi, Chair 
 The Honorable Dwight Y. Takamine, Vice Chair 
 Committee on Judiciary and Government Operations  
 
FROM: Adriana Ramelli, Executive Director 
 The Sex Abuse Treatment Center 
 
RE: In support of SB2469 
               Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund 
 
Good afternoon Senators Chun-Oakland, Ige and Taniguichi and members of the 
Committees on Human Services, Health, and Judiciary and Government Operations. My 
name is Adriana Ramelli and I am the Executive Director of the Sex Abuse Treatment 
Center (SATC), a program of the Kapi’olani Medical Center for Women & Children 
(KMCWC), an affiliate of Hawaii Pacific Health. 
 
The SATC supports SB2469 to appropriate moneys from the emergency and budget 
reserve fund of the State of Hawai‘i to maintain adequate levels of support for programs 
determined to be essential to education, public health, safety, and public welfare. This 
measure includes funding support for KMCWC/SATC for sexual assault services.  
 
The KMCWC/SATC currently holds the master contract with the State Department of the 
Attorney General, overseeing the delivery of sexual assault services statewide. The 
SATC works with the sexual assault programs of each county to ensure that services to 
victims, their families and support systems are comprehensive, coordinated, accessible 
and standardized across the state.  These services include crisis intervention, mental 
health counseling, case management, legal systems advocacy and prevention.           
 
Given the severe economic downturn, the State general funds appropriation for 
statewide sexual assault services has been cut by over 20%. This falls seriously short of 
the funding necessary to support effective delivery of victim services on Oah‘u and the 
neighbor islands. Without restoration of state funds, sexual assault victims will be 
negatively impacted as reflected by the following: 

• On Kaua‘i, the sexual assault program is projected to close down one day a 
week, reducing access to therapy and emergency crisis services;  

• On Maui, the 24/7 crisis hotline will be in operation only 4 days a week and 
closed on the weekends;  
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• On Hawai’i, reduction in crisis staff will leave an estimated 40-50 victims with no 
face-to-face care and follow up in the aftermath of an assault;   

• On Oah‘u, crisis counseling in three domestic violence shelters will be eliminated 
impacting an estimated 150 – 175 women.     

 
These are only a few examples of the range of services that will be terminated. At present, 
the sexual assault programs are aggressively pursuing other funding sources, both at the 
local and federal levels.  However, given the state’s financial situation, there are many 
other nonprofit social service agencies that are competing for the same shrinking pot of 
private and government funds.    
 
Comprehensive sexual assault programs benefit Hawai‘i by providing access to specialized 
services when and where they are needed and proactive outreach programs to reduce sex 
crimes from occurring in the first place. 
 
We urge you to support SB2469.  Thank you for your consideration of our funding request 
to ensure that the people of Hawai‘i receive essential sexual assault services.  
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